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nov, who gradually assumed the role of a circus side-show
manager demonstrating an outlandish prodigy to an avid
public. High-born ladies who were among Rasputin's clien-
tele would come to see him at Sazonov's house. Naturally
enough, Sazonov became a personage of importance him-
self, for Rasputin wielded, and probably still wields, an
enormous influence at the Court. Sazonov succeeded in
obtaining from the Minister of Finance, Kokovtzev, direct
and indirect subsidies for his weekly, The Economist. Then
Kokovtzev granted to Sazonov and Professor Migulin a
license to open a banking institution, which license the
worthy pair sold for some 250,000 rubles. With a part of
this sum, to which the directors of the bank, at Kokovtzev's
suggestion, added 100,000 rubles, Sazonov founded a news-
paper, where blackmailing by means of the printed word
was practised under the guise of a fairly progressive tend-
ency.
In his letter Sazonov informed rne that Stolypin was done
for and that the Emperor had formed a firm resolution to
get rid of him immediately after the Kiev solemnities. His
Majesty, Sazonov wrote, had chosen as Minister of the
Interior, Khvostov, Governor of the Nizhni-Novgorod
province. Sazonov further wrote that he and Rasputin
were now going to Nizhni for a final conference with Khvos-
tov. They were quite certain that he would be an admir-
able Minister of the Interior, but they had some doubts
as to whether, on account of his youth, Khvostov would be
a fitting substitute for Stolypin in his capacity of President
of the Council of Ministers. Therefore, Sazonov wondered
whether I would not be willing to accept the post of Presi-
dent of the Council in order to lend prestige to the new
Cabinet
Khvostov, I may remark, is one of the worst specimens
of officialdom as it existed under Stolypin. In his contempt
for the law he actually outdid all the other provincial gov-